
Visual Arts FOCUS

French Encounters Art Basel Hong Kong
Invited Asian and French curators

CHINA

ZHAO Rong, Deputy Director, Design Society, new cultural platform for design,
Shenzhen, China.

Zhao Rong, deputy director of Design Society. She has been in charge
of the partnership between China Merchants Group and the Victoria
and Albert Museum (V&A) since 2012. She is the driving force for the
establishment of Design Society. She graduated from the Central
Academy of Fine Arts and received master degrees from Williams
College and the University of Chicago, with research focus in Modern
and Contemporary Art History.

INDIA

Anushka Rajendran, Curator at Prameya Art Foundation of Asian Curatorial Forum
(New Dehli  India), Curator of Colomboscope 2021 interdisciplinary arts festival (Sri
Lanka).

Anushka Rajendran is a curator and writer based in New Delhi. She
is the curator for Prameya Art Foundation (PRAF), a not-for-profit
arts organisation based in New Delhi committed to approaches that
enable audience-thinking for contemporary art in India. She is also
the Festival Curator of the 2021 edition of Colomboscope, Curator
of Video Art for the 2021 Asian Art Biennial, organized by National
Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts and was assistant curator for
Kochi-Muziris Biennale 2018. Her ongoing research traces how the
notion of ‘public’ has acquired alternative significance to
contemporary Indian art since 2004. Her previous MPhil research
focused on the emergence of installation art in India in the early
1990s to address collective and personal trauma, which has since
expanded to encompass the South Asian region. For her curatorial

practice, she has been awarded fellowships that supported residencies with Aomori Contemporary
Art Center, Aomori, Japan; the International Studio & Curatorial Program (ISCP), New York (by
Inlaks Shivdasani Foundation); and Theertha International Artists’ Collective, Colombo. Her
contribution as an art writer and editor was recognized in 2015 when she received the Art Scribes
Award for emerging/mid-career art writers of Indian origin.
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INDONESIA

Bellina Erby, ruangrupa collective, Artistic Direction Assistance for documenta 15,
Jakarta,  Indonesia.

 Bellina Erby (b. Indonesia, 1989) is a program manager and art
producer in Jakarta, Indonesia. She earned a BA in Philosophy of Art
from the University of Indonesia in 2013. She frequently works as an
art producer who focuses on food issues, technological interactions,
and localities. In 2017, she participated in the curatorial team of OK.
Food OK. Video - The 8th Indonesian Media Arts Festival, OK.Video
Festival is a media art biennale initiated by ruangrupa since 2003.
Afterward, she has worked as a program manager at OK. Video. In
2018, she produced a collaborative research project on local food
preservation of the Dayak Iban tribe in Sungai Utik, West Kalimantan
and since 2019, she has been actively running a solidarity project
together with independent food initiatives in the global south through
the Arts Collaboratory network, by creating a space that supports
interdisciplinary collaborative practices on food as a form of
response to the injustice of food supply chains in Jakarta. Currently,
she is the assistant artistic director at documenta fifteen.

JAPAN

Seiha Kurosawa, Co-curator, Thailand Biennale 2021 in Korat, Tokyo University of
the Arts,  Tokyo, Japan.

Born in 1991, Seiha Kurosawa is a curator and artist, he lives and
works in Tokyo. He obtained an MA in Graduate School of Global
Arts, Tokyo University of the Arts. Currently a PhD candidate in the
same course. Through his curatorial practice, Kurosawa researches
relationships between contemporary art and new ecological
awareness in which the fields of environment, society, and
psychology intersect. In addition to exhibition makings, he also
produces artworks collaboratively with other artists. 

Some of his major curatorial and artistic practices include:

"Floating Between the Tropical and Glacial Zones", Tokyo Arts and Space Hongo, Tokyo, 2021
"ZERO IS INFINITY ─ ZERO and Yayoi Kusama",  Yayoi Kusama Museum, Tokyo, 2020,
"Desire: A Revision from the 20th Century to the Digital Age" Irish Museum of Modern Art, Dublin,
Ireland, 2019
"FUKAMI - UNE PLONGÉE DANS L'ESTHÉTIQUE JAPONAISE", Hôtel Salomon de Rothschild Métro,
Paris, 2018  World Art Tokyo
"PANGAEA TECTONICS - Diastrophism of Emerging Art ⇆ Diverging New Tales" Art Fair Tokyo 2018,
Tokyo International Forum 
"Clouds ⇆ Forests", 7th Moscow International Biennale of Contemporary Art, The State Tretyakov
Gallery, Moscow, 2017
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Fumiko Nakamura, Curator, Aichi Prefectural Museum of Art, Japan.

Nakamura is a native of Aichi Prefecture and active in the Tokai
and Kansai regions of Japan. A specialist in visual culture
studies, photography, and contemporary art, she has been with
Aichi Prefectural Museum of Art since 2007 and has curated
such exhibitions as "In The Little Playground" (2009), "Art As
Magic" (2012), and "Photography Will Be" (2014). She also
founded the museum’s solo exhibition series APMoA Project,
ARCH (2012-2017) providing a platform for emerging artists.
She has engaged with Aichi Triennale as a staff member of the
main venue since 2010, working on the collaboration between
museum activities and the art festival. In 2015 she served as
part of the curatorial team for the Japan Foundation’s
collaborative research project between Japan and South East
Asia titled Condition Report. She also curated Play in the Flow,
a 2017 group exhibition presented in Chiang Mai, Thailand.

Junya Yamamine, Co-director, Foundation Art Acceleration Tokyo, Japan.

Yamamine Junya received MA at the Graduate School of Film and
New Media, Tokyo University of Fine Arts. He has worked at Tokyo
Photographic Art Museum, 21st Century Museum of Contemporary
Art, Kanazawa and Art Tower Mito. Then, he become a
co-representative director of new art foundation Tokyo Art
Acceleration and the director of new art complex ANB Tokyo in
Roppongi. He worked for exhibitions and projects at Tokyo
Photographic Art Museum including “Beyond the Naked
Eye” (Quest for Vision vol. 4, 2011), “Yebisu International Festival
for Art & Alternative Visions” (2012–2015), and “Hello World -For
the Post-Human Age” (2018), “Resistance of Fog, Fujiko Nakaya” at
Contemporary Art Gallery, Art Tower Mito. He has participated as a
guest curator in the exhibitions and art festivals
including “SHARING FOOTSTEPS” (2015, Korea,Youngeun
Museum of Contemporary Art), “Eco Expanded
City” (2016, Poland, WRO Center). He was appointed as a

2015–2016 fellow of the program of MEXT (Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology - Japan). He is the deputy head of the artists collective Tokyo Photographic Research.
Currently, he is working for supervision of “KAWS TOKYO FIRST” (2021, Mori Art Center), curation
of the exhibition at National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts, consulting the TV-program and cultural
program by government or company.
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MALAYSIA

Rahel Joseph, Director of ILHAM Gallery, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

A law graduate, Rahel Joseph was educated at the University of
Nottingham, UK and was called to the bar in Inner Temple,
London.

She has over 30 years’experience working in arts and culture. After
working as Head, Exhibitions & Public Programmes at Galeri
PETRONAS, Kuala Lumpur and as Director of Cultural Affairs at the
Australian High Commission, she became Gallery Director of
ILHAM where she is responsible for the curatorial and public
programming of the Gallery. Over the last six years she has built
the gallery to be a leading public art institution in Malaysia. She
has co-curated various exhibitions including Love Me in My Batik,

Modern Batik Art from Malaysia and Beyond (2016), Gerak, Rupa, Ubur, Penyataan,1957-1971
(2017), Chia Yu Chian, Private Lives(2019) and also-facilitated ILHAM Contemporary Forum
Malaysia 2009–2017 (2017), for ILHAM Gallery . As a writer, she has written extensively for both
print and media about art and culture. She has sat on various arts and cultural boards and she is
currently a senior cultural adviser with ‘Pollination’, a platform which provides emerging curators
and artists in South East Asia the opportunity to co-produce and collaborate, to mutually benefit
from this region’s private arts infrastructure. She also sits on the Judging Panel of the Video Art
Production Award, an annual award initiated by Han Nefkens Foundation, Loop Barcelona &
Fundació Joan Miro.

SOUTH KOREA

Haeju Kim, Deputy Director, Artsonje centre, Seoul, South Korea.

Haeju Kim is a curator based in Seoul, currently working as the deputy
director at Art Sonje Center and recently appointed as Artistic Director
for Busan Biennale 2022.

Haeju was researcher at National Theater Company of Korea in
2011-2011 and assistant curator at Nam June Paik Art Center in 2008.
She participated in the Ecole du Magasin – International Curator
Training Program in Grenoble, France in 2006-2007. At Art Sonje
Center, Kim has curated group exhibitions, including Dust, Clay,
Stone(2020), Night Turns to Day (2020), The Island of the
Colorblind (2019), as well as solo exhibitions from artists such as Koki
Tanaka: Vulnerable Histories(A Road Movie) (2020), Hwayeon Nam:
Mind Stream (2020), Donghee Koo: Delivery (2019) and Lee
Kit: Resonance of a Sad Smile(2019). She also curated a series of exhibitions and performance
programs that cross over performance and various mediatic characteristics of visual arts, Moving /
Image (Seoul Art Space Mullae 2016; Arko Art Center 2017; Seoul Museum of Art 2020).
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SRI LANKA

Natasha Ginwala, Associate Curator at Gropius Bau Berlin, Artistic Director of
Colomboscope - interdisciplinary arts festival, Artistic Director of 13th Gwangju Biennale
with Defne Ayas.

© Ruvin de Silva

Natasha Ginwala has curated Contour Biennale 8, Polyphonic
Worlds: Justice as Medium and was part of the curatorial team of
documenta 14, 2017. Other recent projects include Colomboscope
Festival ‘Sea Change’ (2019); Arrival, Incision. Indian Modernism
as Peripatetic Itinerary in the framework of "Hello World. Revising a
Collection" at Hamburger Bahnhof - Museum für Gegenwart,
Berlin, 2018; Ritts : Slow Cancellation of the Future at ifa Gallery
Berlin and Stuttgart, 2018; My East is Your West at the 56th Venice
Biennale, 2015; and Corruption: Everybody Knows with e-flux,
New York, 2015. Ginwala was a member of the artistic team for the
8th Berlin Biennale for Contemporary Art, 2014, and has
co-curated The Museum of Rhythm, at Taipei Biennial 2012 and at
Muzeum Sztuki, Lodz, 2016–17. Ginwala writes on contemporary

art and visual culture in various periodicals and has contributed to numerous publications. She
is a recipient of the 2018 visual arts research grant from the Berlin Senate Department for
Culture and Europe.
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FRANCE

Gaël Charbau, Curator, Emerige Foundation Revelations Grants, Paris / Artistic Director
for Visual  Arts, future Olympic Games Paris 2024.

Gaël Charbau is an artistic director and independent curator living in
Paris. He is curator for the Hermès Foundation since 2012 and Audi
Talents since 2013. From 2014 to 2017, he was curator at the College des
Bernardins in Paris. In 2014, together with Laurent Dumas, he founded
the "Bourse Révélations Emerige", dedicated to the promotion of young
French artists. Since 2015, he is art consultant at Universcience (Cité des
sciences and Palais de la découverte). In 2018, he was appointed artistic
director of Nuit Blanche, for the 18th edition. In 2020, he was nominated
artistic director for the Olympic and Paralympic village, Paris 2024. Since
2011, he curated more than 50 exhibitions, in France, Europe and Asia.

Sébastien Delot, Director and Curator, LaM – Museum of modern, contemporary and
outsider art, Villeneuve d’Ascq – Lille.

Sébastien Delot was born in 1975 in Paris. After studying art
history at the École du Louvre, supplemented by a course in
business school at ESSEC (École supérieure des sciences
économiques et commerciales), he left for the United States.

Upon his return to France, he was in charge of
communications and patronage at the Mac/Val
(Vitry-sur-Seine) for five years and submitted a thesis -
"Contemporary art galleries in New York, 1941-1993:
topography and art market" - under the direction
of Jean-Marc Poinsot and Robert Storr.

© Alexandre Traisnel

As a member of the curatorial team at the Louvre Abu Dhabi, he joined the Musée d'art moderne et
contemporain de Saint-Étienne in 2015. In January 2017, he became curatorial director of the LaM,
while curating various exhibitions: Popcorn at the Musée d'art moderne de Saint-Étienne with
Alexandra Midal; Nicolas Schöffer. Retroprospective (2018), Alberto Giacometti, une aventure
moderne (2019) at the LaM; Etel Adnan at the ZPK (Switzerland) and the MUDAM (Luxembourg). In
2020, in collaboration with Marie-Laure Bernadac and the Kunstmuseum Basel, he organized at
LaM the largest exhibition devoted to the South African artist William Kentridge ever presented in
France. Fascinated since his adolescence by the work of Paul Klee, whom he discovered at the
Centre Pompidou, he will curate a retrospective devoted to the artist at the LaM in 2021, in
collaboration with the Centre Paul Klee (Bern).
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Keren Detton, Director, FRAC Grand Large, Dunkirk

Art historian and exhibition curator, Keren Detton has been
director of the FRAC Grand Large – Hauts-de-France
Regional Contemporary Art Collection since 2016. Holder of a
degree from the École du Louvre and a postgraduate diploma
from Université Paris 1 (Panthéon-Sorbonne), she trained as
an exhibition curator at the École du Magasin-Centre National
d'Art Contemporain in Grenoble in 1999.  She worked in
France (Air de Paris gallery, La Box gallery in Bourges,
co-founder of the C-E-A (French Association of Curators),
director of Le Quartier Centre for Contemporary Art in
Quimper from 2009 until 2016...) and abroad – Indonesia
(Centre Culturel Français Jakarta in 2003), UK (Cubitt Gallery
in 2000), Germany (Ludwig Museum 1997). Since 2016 her
programming at the FRAC Grand Large – Hauts-de-France
has availed itself of a remarkable collection dating from the

Keren Detton
© Pierre Volot, Ville de Dunkerque

1960s up to the present and specialising in design furniture. The collection is housed in the
FRAC's new building in Dunkirk conceived by the architects Lacaton & Vassal. The exhibitions
draw on different aspects of a collection whose diverse media and subject matter are often marked
by artistic and social commitment. Production residencies for artists and curators – Ludovic Burel
& Huyn Lee's KVM, Åbäke and others – promote interaction with the social, ecological and
economic environment, extending the FRAC's cultural mediation and dissemination missions to
the surrounding Hauts-de-France Region and beyond. 

Yoann Gourmel, Curator, Palais de Tokyo, Paris

Yoann Gourmel is a French curator and writer, working at
Palais de Tokyo since 2016. His recent projects include the
solo exhibitions of Ulla von Brandenburg (2020), Julien Creuzet
(2019), Anita Molinero (2018), Massinissa Selmani (2018) and
Taloi Havini (2017) as well as the large-scale collective
exhibitions “Another Banana Day for the Dream-Fish” (2018)
dedicated to the imaginaries of childhood and their influence
on the construction of identities, and “All Watched Over by
Machines of Loving Grace” (2017) which examined “emotional
capitalism” and the impact of the market economy and new
technologies on the production of our emotions and their

representations. He coordinated the curatorial team of Palais de Tokyo for the 15th Lyon
Contemporary Art Biennale entitled “Where Water Comes Together with Other Water” (2019),
devised as an ecosystem at the intersection of biological, economic and cosmogonic landscapes.

Since 2006, he has regularly collaborated with international institutions, such as the Château de
Versailles with “Voyage d’Hiver” (2017), the CEAAC, Strasbourg, France (2014 – 2015), Le Plateau /
Frac Ile-de-France, Paris (2011 – 2013), Mercer Union, centre for contemporary art, Toronto,
Canada (2012), the GAMeC, Bergamo, Italy (2010), Tate Modern, London, Great Britain (festival “No
Soul For Sale”, 2010), Frac Pays de la Loire, Carquefou, France (2008), among others. From 2014 to
2016, he has taught history of exhibitions and history of contemporary art in different French art
schools. His texts are regularly published in magazines and exhibition catalogues.
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Rebecca Lamarche-Vadel, Director Lafayette Anticipations Foundation, Paris

Rebecca Lamarche-Vadel
©Chloé Magdelaine

Lafayette Anticipations

Rebecca Lamarche-Vadel is director of Lafayette Anticipations,
the Galeries Lafayette Foundation. In 2020 she was the general
curator of the Riga Biennial, "and suddenly it all blossoms", and
director of the feature film based on the exhibition.

From 2011 to 2019, she was curator at the Palais de Tokyo
where she curated, among others, the cartes blanches to Tomas
Saraceno, ON AIR (2018-2019) and to Tino Seghal (2016). She
has also curated the exhibitions of Marguerite Humeau, FOXP2
(2016), Ed Atkins, Bastards (2014), Helen Marten, Evian Disease
(2013), or David Douard, Mo'swallow (2014), as well as the
group exhibition Le bord des mondes (2015). She regularly
collaborates with international institutions, with the projects 72
hours of truce: exploring immediate signs (2013) and Bright

intervals (2014) at MoMA PS1 (New-York), FOXP2 (2016) at Nottingham Contemporary,
Landscape (2014) with the Stedelijk Museum (Amsterdam) or Des présents inachevés within the
Biennale de Lyon (with Oliver Beer, Julian Charrière, Jeremy Shaw and Benoît Pype, 2013). In
2017, she was co-curator of the exhibition Voyage d'Hiver at the Château de Versailles. She
regularly publishes in French and international journals and catalogues, and participates
in numerous seminars and juries in France and abroad (FIAC, French Pavilion at the Venice
Biennale etc). She has a degree in Art History, History and Political Science from the University
of Paris I - La Sorbonne.

Matthieu Lelièvre, Artistic Advisor, macLYON, MAC-Museum of Contemporary Art Lyon

Matthieu Lelièvre is an art historian and independent curator for
contemporary art, curatorial advisor at Contemporary Art Museum in
Lyon. Graduated from a MA in Museum Studies at the Ecole du
Louvre and a MA in art conservation at the French Institut National
du Patrimoine, he has been simultaneously curator and head of
collections for museums, galleries and foundations.

As an expert in contemporary art, he has co-founded or collaborated
with several associations, private galleries and museums in Berlin. In
Paris, he was in charge of the Drawing Cabinet of the Musée des
Arts Décoratifs and he took care for several years of the young
artists and graphic department as an associate curator at the Galerie
Thaddaeus Ropac. From 2016 to 2018 he joined a private foundation as its Artistic Director in order
to built the prefiguration of its artistic and artist residency program while initiating a collaboration
with the Fine Arts museum of Orléans developing several exhibition’s projects of emerging artists.
In 2019, he joined the Palais de Tokyo to co-curate with the curator’s team the 15th Lyon Biennale
“Where Waters comes together with other waters”. Since 2018, he collaborates with the Museum
of Contemporary Art in Lyon as its Artistic Advisor in order to curate a program dedicated to
international emerging artists and its international relations. Simultaneously, as a writer and an
independent curator, he is currently developing several projects of exhibitions, performances and
workshops with Brazil, Italy and Tunisia.
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CONTACTS

Adeline Blanchard

Responsible for Visual Arts, Department for
Development and Artistic Cooperation,

Institut français.

adeline.blanchard@institutfrancais.com

© Christophe Brachet

Chloé-Mélody Desrues

Audiovisual Attachée, Consulate General of
France in Hong Kong and Macau.

chloe-melody.desrues@consulfrance-hongkong.org

Salomé Bazin

Organization Manager of the FOCUS,
Department for Development and Artistic

Cooperation, Institut français.

salome.bazin@institutfrancais.com

Organized by the Institut français and the Consulate General of France in Hong Kong and Macau
https://www.pro.institutfrancais.com/en/programmes-and-projects/visual-arts-focus
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